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SUMMARY: Experienced research and evaluation specialist in global reproductive health in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. Highly skilled in program monitoring and evaluation, capacity building, and use of evidence for
decision-making and policy and practice change. Researcher on numerous studies focused on abortion care
and contraception. Extensive track record of peer-reviewed publications and communication of scientific
evidence for diverse audiences. Successful non-profit leader and manager, with expertise in strategic planning,
team-building, donor engagement, program design and program/project evaluation. Fluent in English and
Spanish.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Independent Consultant, Global Reproductive Health 2017-present
Chapel Hill, NC US

Focus on program evaluation, research, scientific communication to diverse audiences, strategic planning

and conference planning. Clients have included Ipas, Plan International UK and Pathfinder International.

Ipas, Vice President and Director, Research and Evaluation (R&E) 1990 - 2017
Chapel Hill, NC US

Provided strategic and technical R&E leadership for global non-profit organization focused on reducing unsafe
abortion and advancing women’s reproductive rights. Led growth from two-person department to global R&E
program encompassing 16+ countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America with 75+ R&E staff based in-country and
the US, that supported an annual organizational budget of USD 65M.

o Developed and directed organizational programmatic monitoring and evaluation (M&E) system

o Conceptualized abortion care evaluation framework that served as M&E foundation for
organization; published in peer-reviewed journal

o Headed M&E development and implementation of strategic plans, including indicator
definition and operationalization, ongoing results monitoring, and internal and external
reporting

o Supervised design, testing, roll-out and ongoing use of relational, internet-based database to
capture programmatic data on health worker training, health services, community
interventions, and policy/advocacy activities. Database includes information on over 2M case
records, 50K trained health workers and 10K health facilities.

o Supported capacity building for global staff in collection, analysis and use of data for program
improvements, and incorporation of abortion statistics into public health information systems
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o Led/co-led analysis and publication of outcome assessments of large-scale, multi-country
interventions to improve safe abortion access, postabortion contraceptive uptake and health
worker performance

Served as investigator/co-investigator of abortion research in Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, Vietnam, Bolivia, Brazil, Mexico, Peru and the US

o Published in peer-reviewed journals, Ipas publications and publications with partner groups

o Presenter, panel organizer and moderator at meetings of the Population Association of
America, American Public Health Association, National Abortion Federation, the International
Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Society for Family Planning, and the International
Conferences on Family Planning

o Reviewer for peer-reviewed journals including Studies in Family Planning, International Journal
of Gynecology and Obstetrics, Social Science and Medicine, and International Perspectives on
Sexual and Reproductive Health

Led/co-led multiple conferences and grant awards to generate evidence and foster global, regional and
country improvements in abortion policies and practices

o Led organization of highly successful 2016 conference on research-to-action in Africa involving
22 partner organizations and attendees from 30 countries, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Co-
organized predecessor conference in 2006.

o Led organization of groundbreaking experts meeting on meeting women’s needs for
postabortion family planning, Bellagio, Italy

o Oversaw implementation of 5-year research grant from DFID (UK). Supported formation of
Consortium for Research on Unsafe Abortion in Africa, comprised of African and US
organizations conducting research in the region.

o Served as Principal Investigator of USAID-funded sub-contract to Ipas from The Population
Council for operations research on postabortion care in Latin America

Provided strategic planning and non-profit leadership and management

o Planning team member for development of organizational 5-year strategic plan

o In-depth experience with development and monitoring of Log Frames, Results Frameworks,
implementation and work plans and other planning/monitoring/evaluation tools for
organizations, programs and projects

o Extensive experience in interactions with foundation, bi-lateral and multi-lateral donors,
proposal writing and editing, donor reporting, writing project reports and fact sheets, and
communicating evidence and results to varied audiences

o Day-to-day hiring and management of 17 US-based research and evaluation staff; member of
numerous technical and senior management teams; planning and problem-solving with other
departments and country programs

Fostered partnerships with partner organizations working on reproductive health

o Participated as invited expert to meetings on abortion, including at the World Health
Organization

o Coordinated partnerships with the World Health Organization, Guttmacher Institute, The

Population Council and country-based universities, non-governmental organizations, and
professional associations



Pathfinder Fund (now Pathfinder International), Program Manager for Latin America 1988-90
Watertown, MA US
Managed a USD 3.5 million portfolio of projects for family planning services, education, training and

adolescent programs in Latin America. Supported development of regional strategic plan and country

programs. Primarily USAID-funded, with additional private foundation support.

University of Michigan
Population Service Fellowship Program

Fellow with The Population Council Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean 1986-87

Mexico City, Mexico
Provided research and evaluation support to local organizations implementing contraceptive programs

and reproductive health interventions for adolescents.

EDUCATION

DrPH University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Gillings School of Global Public Health,
Department of Maternal and Child Health
Dissertation: Sustainability of Postabortion Care in Peru

MPH Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health

BA Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas, magna cum laude

LANGUAGES

Fluent in English and Spanish

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS, MEMBERSHIPS AND AWARDS

Adjunct Professor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Gillings School of Global Public Health,
Department of Maternal and Child Health

Adjunct Faculty Member, Indiana University, Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health, Department
of Health Policy and Management

Member, Institutional Review Board (IRB), University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Schools

of Public Health and Nursing (2009-11)

Member, International Steering Committees of the International Conferences on Family Planning
Member, Society for Family Planning

Arnold D. Kaluzny Distinguished Alumna Award, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Gillings
School of Global Public Health, Public Health Leadership Program

Jacob Koomen Public Health Practice Award, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Gillings School
of Global Public Health, Department of Health Policy and Administration
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